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Bismillahir Rahmanir Rahim  

Hon'ble President,  

Distinguished Honourees,  

Excellencies,  

Distinguished Guests,  

Ladies and Gentlemen.  

          Assalamu Alaikum and a very good morning to you all.  

Today is yet another special day for us as we assembled to honour our friends, whom we 

owe sincerest thanks and gratitude for our hard-earned independence. Today is also a day of 

celebration of the power of the appeal of human values and human dignity; the unmatchable 

strength of friendship and amity; and the inevitable success of a struggle for just cause.  

All these were demonstrated 41 years back, when you stood beside the Bangalee nation, 

standing face to face with a genocidal army.  

Your support reconfirmed that our cause was right and our struggle could not be trampled. 

You heard our yearning for justice, honour and dignity. You added to our voice and magnified it 

for the global community.  

This helped the outside world to understand our suffering, feel our pain and loss, and 

appreciate our cause. In sum, you helped us safeguard the spirit of self-determination that was 

ignited by our legendary Leader Bangabandhu Skeikh Mujibur Rahman, who led us to become a 

sovereign nation.  

We owe you all sincerest gratitude for our hard earned freedom.  

This is why I consider this occasion of honouring our truest friends a singularly important 

event and I am deeply honoured to be in your midst.  

We remember your invaluable contributions and today Bangladesh as a nation pays 

homage to the unsung heroes of our War of Liberation- the foreign friends.  

Distinguished Guests,  

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

The Bangalees lived in Bengal for Millennia and influences evolution of a distinct way of 

life. The evolution is shaped by racial and religious factors and considerations, climate as well as 

socio-economic situation and challenges.  

But, the beauty of our culture has always been openness to outside people and new ideas. 

We accepted new norms and attitudes, words and expressions in our language and culture, 

without losing our uniqueness.  

We are proud and privileged to have a distinct separate culture. We bear our own ethos 

and treasure own values. Hence, we long yearned for respect as a nation, and have been in the 

pursuit of self-determination for centuries.  

The British left the sub-continent partitioned where we found ourselves in a marginalised 

situation. In the following years, Bengalees experienced neglect, disrespect and discrimination.  



Our legitimate rights in all spheres - civil, political, economic, social and cultural - all 

remained subordinate. The general elections of December 1970-January 1971 gave the Awami 

League a landslide majority and Sheikh Mujib, the undisputed leader of Bangalees, the mandate 

to rectify some of these injustices.  

The Pakistani rulers instead of handing over power imposed an unjust war on us. The 

heroic people rose to face the situation and commenced a historic struggle for national 

independence on 26 March 1971 at the call of Bangabandhu.  

Our people were subjected to all kinds of crime against humanity, rape and arson 

included. They, inspired by their Leader, stood up in courage and snatched victory through a 

glorious War of Liberation.  

As our people were fighting the onslaught of the might of a raging Army, we found our 

foreign friends firmly beside us. Your support accorded our struggle a different kind of global 

recognition and an added legitimacy for our cause.  

Our struggle received wide support, our plight got huge media publicity. Our foreign 

freedom fighters, if I may term you as such, rose in protest against the atrocities committed on 

the people of Bangladesh and influenced the approach to the crisis of many governments.  

You pressed for urgent remedial actions. Your moral, mental, material, political, 

diplomatic, logistic as well as military support helped us to avoid further loss of lives and damage 

to properties.  

Support came from people and institutions, regardless of their socio-economic standing, 

political divide, origin, religion and creed. Support came from developing countries to the 

developed; from the nighbourhood to far away countries; and from students and teachers to 

intelligentsia and politicians.  

The support was total, universal and unqualified. Our struggle got huge access to global 

media that itself generated a favourable public opinion. This in turn remained a constant source of 

inspiration for our valiant freedom fighters and our leadership in exile.  

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

As we honour our heroes today, we reaffirm our faith in the principles we stood for. We 

recommit ourselves to noble ideas and principles - equity, democracy and democratic practice, 

inclusive development, social justice and the rule of law.  

We anchored ourselves in these ideals, as we drafted our Constitution, and are 

endeavouring to build our institutions and chart our path. We have put an end to the culture of 

impunity of the past and bringing all wrong-doing to accountability.  

We are in the process of ensuring a fair trial through the International Crimes Tribunals. 

The process is thoroughly transparent.  

We are confident that the process would help us to close an unpleasant chapter in our 

history and allow us to proceed with greater clarity on our respective roles and responsibilities. 

This would certainly help all of us reconcile.  

Today, we rededicate ourselves to a development process which is inclusive and equitable 

and seeks to address marginalisation of some disadvantaged communities.  

We endeavour to ensure equity among men and women, among generations, among 

religious and ethnic groups, and among territorially defined regions.  

This is a difficult task, but we are fully committed to such challenges so as to ensure our 

approach to development is truly inclusive and does not inflict damage to others.  

This is what we stood for in 1971, and this is what we pursue after 4 decades.  

The Awami League led coalition is working towards transforming Bangladesh into a middle-

income country within a decade. We are determined to achieve what our Father of the Nation 

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman envisioned for our people.  



We have rededicated ourselves to realising his dream of - a true Sonar Bangla, by 

imparting skills to our workers to make their hands golden, convert them into men of gold by 

inculcating values in them; and convert Bangladesh into a golden land of immense opportunities.  

I am confident that this was what you also dreamt when you made your own sacrifices for 

the liberation of Bangladesh.  

With these, let me once again take this opportunity to pay the homage of an indebted 

nation to you.  

I thank you all.  

Khoda Hafez,  

Joi Bangla,  Joi Bangabandhu  

May Bangladesh Live Forever.  

--- 


